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‘* He that observeth the wind shall not sow ; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.” —-BUT—* He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread.”— Ecclesiastes. 
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OBSERVATIONS 
@N THE GEOLOGY OF MISSOURI, ARKANSAW AND 
ILLINOIS.—BY HENRY R. SCHOOLCRAFT, A COR- 
RESPONDING MEMBER. 


I consider the present classification of secon- 
dary and alluvial formations as the most defective 
and unsettled part of geological science ; and 
confess myself unable to furnish many faets on 
the subject. 

Our theories should be the result of observa- 
tion, and facts should never be distorted by theo- 
ry. I have endeavoured to adhere rigidly to 
this principle in all my researches. In my tour 
through the valley of the Mississippi I collected 
some facts with a view to a geological map of that 
country ; but I have said little upon the subject, 
wishing for more time for observation and reflec- 
tion. 

I saw. no gypsum in Missouri or Arkansaw in 
situ. The vast bodies of selenite, (crystallized 
gypsum) reported to exist near the Grand Saline, 
on the Arkansaw, I mentioned on the authority 
of Mr. Sibley, of St. Louis. He made a personal 
examination, and brought away several beautiful 
specimens. He gave no particulars respecting 
its geological situation, which are sufficiently 
precise to be of any service in a scientific point 
of view. In Illinois [ saw smail quantities of 
crystallized gypsum, resting in detached flakes 
upon secondary limestone, and also forming small 
layers in it. 


A sandstone stratum is very extensive in the | porting secondary limestone. 
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one of the oldest of the primitive rocks—old red 





valley of the Mississippi. It is sometimes mixed 
with calcareous particles sufficient to exhibit a 
slight effervescence with muriatic acid.* It is 
the basis on which the secondary limestone of; 
Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, Missouri, part of Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee and Arkansaw, rests. It is 
the lower rock which is sometimes seen a few 
feet above, and sometimes a few feet below, the 
water on the banks of the Ohio, Mississippi, Ar- 
kansaw, White river, St. Francis, Black river, 
Gasconade, Merrimack, and other streams run- 
ning into the Missouri—all of which I have par- 
ticularly examined. 

Along the banks of the Ouachitta, in Arkansaw 
territory, we find slate pervaded by large veins 
of common quartz rock. I have not been far 
enough towards the territories of New-Mexico 
to speak of the mineral physiognomy of that sec- 
tion of country. Neither have I travelled a suf- 
ficient distance towards the Rocky Mountains to 
give an account of its geological character, nor 
how far its primitive spurs (if primitive) may 
reach towards the east and north. 

The secondary limestone, which characterises 
Western America, is so vast, so illimitable, as to 
weary the patience, if it does not drain the pock- 
ets, of the travelling geologist. It extends far 
beyond the present settlements, into regions 
known only to hunters and savages. 


The insolated ridge of granite, which I have 
noticed in Madison and Washington counties, 
Missouri, is an object of the highest interest.— 
Surrounded by hundreds, and I might say by a 
thousand, miles. of secondary rocks, here reposes 


nearly submerged by more recent deposites, now 
hardened into rocks. Viewed in connexion with 
the surrounding country, it appears to me to pre- 
sent some unanswerable arguments in support of 
that theory which ascribes the formation of the 
earth chiefly to the agency of water. If the 
Wernerians would frankly admit the partial agen- 
cy of fire, no force of reasoning appears capable 
| of disproving the doctrines they teach. 

From tke north of this granitic tract extends a 
‘range of granular quartz, maintaining a parallel- 
ism with the Mississippi for about 40 miles. This 
_is occasionally broken by rivulets, and terminates 
‘or disappears near the banks of the river, be- 
‘tween St. Genevieve and Herculaneum. A 
'stratum of limestone, more extensive than the 
granular quartz, without organie remains, extends 


west of it so far as to embrace the lead mines of 
Potosi. 
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Tax on Spirituous Liquors.. 


— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE PLOUGH Boy. 
Sir, 

Nothing can more decidedly shew. the sincere 
desire of a government to promote the welfare of” 
a peopte than avoiding, as much as possible, the 
imposition of taxes ; and when these become ab- 
solutely necessary, it cannot more effectually se- 
cure to itselfa character for wisdom and probity 
than when it selects, as the objects of taxation, 
those articles which are esteemed luxuries, par- 
ticularly when of a foreign growth or manufac-. 
ture, in preference to those produced in the 
country. . ; 

Despotic as the British government: is said to 
be, it seems not to have lost sight of this pruden- 





granite: The pinnacle of a primeval mountain, 





* This is probably the-same variety of sandy graywacke as 
the upper layer upon which the compact limestone of Helde- 
berg rests. Similar rocks occur frequently in the vast spurs of 
Catskill mountains, and in the vicinity of the Delaware, sup- 





tial maxim in ‘political economy, which, in fact, 
may be regarded as one of the greatest bulwarks 
of its power. So long as there was a probability 
of foreign imports-yielding a revenue sufficient 
to pay the mere expense of collecting, the minis-- 
ter for the day never failed, session after session,. 











Tue Comsirrez. ia include these in his parliamentary budget ; Ue 
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ul, as in the case of foreign liquors, (not to men- | 
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tion many others) the duty has amounted, as ap- | 
pears from the British tariff, to four times the | 
original cost of the article. 

In any other country but England, such heavy 
duties would be tantamount to a prohibition. But 
the riches, the pride, and the love of splendour 
pervading the higher ranks of that nation, lead 
them to regard low prices as meanness, and to 
estimate the value of a commodity, not according 
to its real worth, but in proportion to the high 
sum demanded for it. He would be considered 
a pitiful fellow indeed, and his stock in trade, 
though purchased at the most respectable sales, 
be held as mere trash, were he to profess to one 
of these fashionable customers, that he sold up- 
on lower terms than his neighbours. Luxuries 
in England have thus become the property of the 
rich, without any real injury to the poor, who 
are so far relieved from contributing to the ne- 
cessities of the state. 

In every country, the high price of forcign 
commodities has a beneficial effect upon the re- 
venue. It affords ground for taxing similar ar- 
ticles of domestic manufacture which are not ab- 
solutely essential to sustenance ; and in this way 
any deficiencies in the public income, occasion- 
ed by high imposts on foreign luxuries, are more 
than compensated by the duties drawn from do- 
mestic articles of that description. ‘The duty in 

England on domestic liquors alone, more than 
triples this deficiency. ‘The great and increasing 
consumption of spiritous liquors in every coun- 
iry, is a matter to be regretted from its demorali- 
zing effects. But as mankind persist in the prac- 
tice, and would many of them, want bread rather 
than liquor, this article is a fair object of taxa- 
tion ; and it shews, in no small degree, the wis- 
dom of a government when it can turn so de- 
structive a habit, which it cannot cure, to the 
advantage of tle state. 

To the citizens at large a tax on foreign li- 
quors is also beneficial : it encourages the capi- 
talist to employ his wealth in the manufacture of 
that article at home ; whence arises a profit to 
himself, and employment to others. It promotes 








the consumption of corn, rye, &c. by which ag- | 
riculture is encouraged, that source of real wealth | 
to every nation ; and it increases the quantity of | 
food for fattening cattle, whose manure is so well | 
calculated to fertilize our fields, which yield the | 
food for rearing an increased stock. | 

In alate report of the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
it was hinted, that an increased duty on foreign | 
spirits might form the subject of some legislative | 
measure, and that any deticiency cunsequent | 
thereon in the revenue, could be made up by a. 
tax on domestic liquors. This, however, was | 
merely adverted to as a probable arrangement, | 
and not as a measure already determined on by , 
the government. Why any difficulty should be | 
felt on the subject does not appear very obvious, | 
for there never was a period in the history of this | 
country, when its Agriculturists and Manufactu- | 
rers had a more powerful claim upon the protec- 
tion of the nation than at the present moment. 
For months past, every species of the produce 
of the soil has been rapidly declining in price, 
and no rational prospect appears of any change 
for the better. To say nothing of the palpable 
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rills of other nations, which in many cases actu- 


ally interdict American products, bas the legisla- 


ture no feeling in behalf of the country, no per- 


‘sonal interest to stimulate them to the speedy a- 


doption of a measure so well adapted te give re-. 
lief, and so clearly unobjectionable ? Are we al- 
ways to shut our eyes against the enterprising and 
continued efforts of other nations to fill our mar- 
kets with luxuries, and thus drain the country of 
the little remainining specie it contains, wpe 
the industrious mechanic, cannot obtain as much 
for the produce of his labour as will pay the in- 
terest of his capital ? 

I am far from wishing to hold up, in all cases, 
the maxims of foreign rulers for. the imitation of 
the representatives of a free people ; but surely 
we may easily choose the good and reject the e- 
vil. Now, in England her manufactures of eve- 
ry description are encouraged by high imports on 
foreign products, which aflord so complete a pro- 
tection, that her capitalists are induced to sink 
immense sums in their undertakings, which ena- 
bles them to bring cheap articles into market,to the 
entire exclusion of all others. Years must roll on, 
even after justice has been done to our citizens, 
before they can become the rivals of England. 
But if some efiicient measures are not adopted, 
calculated to give an impulse to our national en- 
ergies, it is beyond the scan of mortals to say 
when there shall be a termination of the present 
calamities. 

I have heard of only one objection against the 
proposed tax ; and it is this, that it will increase 
the price of domestic liquors to the enriching of 
one part of the community at the expense of ano- 
ther. In answer, it may be stated, that the ne- 
cessities of government can never be expected 
to induce the imposition of a tax so great as to 
raise the price of domestic liquors so high as that 
of foreign. But ifeven they should arrive at that 
pitch, is it not more natural, just and politic that 
the money paid for luxuries, should go into the 
pockets of our citizens, who expend capital, and 
employ skill and labour, to produce them for our 
gratification, than into the hands of foreigners ? 
One effect would follow an increase in the price 
of liquors, which could not fail of giving univer- 
sal satisfaction: —the consumption would be les- 
sened, and thus in a very powerful degree, the 
cause of moral reformation would be promo- 
ted. 

From these considerations it seems obvious, 
that a tax on domestic liquor is ofall others, the 
most desirable. Its peculiar nature has adapted 
it, more than any other article produced in this | 
country, for that purpose, and thereby to become | 
the encourager and protector of Agriculture, and | 
of every other species of our manufactures. 

Yours, respectfully, 
. GEO: HOUSTON. 
New-York, March 31. 1820. 





On dressing Flax. 


New-York, March 28, 1820. 
S. Southwick, Esq. 
Dear Sir, 

The New-York county Agricultural Society 
requested me to write to the Cayuga Society re- 











absurdity of passing unheeded the prohibitory ta- 


specting their enquiry on the subject of dressing j 
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flax. Itis a subject of so much importance that 
| thought it best to send my hasty essay to you. 
1 also hand some observations on the subject of 
Hoven Cattle and Burden’s Plough. 
I am, respectfully, yours, &c. 

R. N. HARISON, 


Cmeeat 


As Mr. Harrison’s letter, on the new mode of 
dressing flax, is an interesting document, we have 
omitted several articles previously prepared for 
this paper, and of less importance, to make room 
for it. It follows. The other subjects referred 
to by Mr. H. will be attended to in our next. 


New-York, March 27, 1820. 


TO JETHRO WOOD, 
Corresponding Secretary of the Cayuga County 
Agricultural Society. — 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 2d inst. addressed to the 
president of the New-York county agricultural 
society, was read at a meeting of the board of 
managers on the 16th, and the subject of ** prepar- 
ing flax without rotting,’ was referred to me.— 
1 regret it had not fallen into abler hands, who 
might have given that consideration to the sub- 
ject its importance requires. I am, however, 
willing to send you such remarks as I have been 
able to collect, and the results of the experiments 
I have made on this subject. 

Every farmer is acquainted with the method of 
raising flax, and also of rotting it; or, as it is 
generally called, water and dew retiing, and the 
method of separating the boon, or woody matter, 
from the harle, or useful fibre. Flax has de- 
servedly the character of being one of the most 
impoverishing crops, in the present method of 
treating it: it makes no return, either as animal 
food, or as manure, to the land; it is therefore 
surprising that a discovery which was to obviate 
all these disadvantages should only have been 
brought into practice within a few years. 

A Mr. James Lee, in England, discovered that 
the process of steeping and dew retting flax, or 
hemp, was not neceesary ; and that if treated and 
dressed dry, it will be superior in every respect, 
produce more, and make considerable return to 
the land, as fodder for cattle and as manure. 

A patent was granted to bim in 1812 ; and of 
such importance was it considered, that.he ob- 
tained an act of parliament to keep his specitica- 
tion secret for seven years. This may be a rea- 
son why so little has been known of it in this 
country. I have, however, one of his machines 
in my possession, and have dressed flax with it. 
It consists of a break, or as he called it, a scraper, 
to separate the boon out of the stem, &c.— it is 
then passed through a pair of finely fluted rollers, 
and is finished and ready for the hackle. 

The flax plants, when ripe, are to be pulled, 
to be spread and dried the same as hay, laying the 
roots in oe direction; when dry, to be carried 
into the barn: And from the report of a commit- 
tee of the house of commons on the petition of 
James Lee, and also on petition of Lee and Bun- 
dy, respecting their new machine for this pur- 
pose, it appears that the following are the re- 
sults of Mr. Lee’s discovery : 

ist. That preparing flax and hemp, in a dry 
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state, for spinning, answered most completely ; 
the cost of preparing is less, it avoids the risk 
of steeping, aud saves tame and material, 

2d. The strength and quality of the cloth is 
much superior to that from flax,water steeped or 
dew rotted. 

3d. ‘The great «dvantage from the quantity of: 
food for cattle, acd also manure obtained by this: 


new method, the voon, or outer coat of tine flax, 





containing a sixth of the gluten of oats, the woody | 


part being excellent for manure. 
It also appeared in evidence before the com- 
mittee, that 
140 Ibs. flax, in dry state, produced one-fourth, : 
25 lbs. tibre 
100 Ibs. flax, dew retted, produced 
one-eleventh, 


9 1 


1-2 


~ 





Excess, Ibs. 15 14 1-2. 
or a saving in proportion as 90 to 33. 
In confirmation of this | canonly say, I pro-, 
cured some fiax, in its dry state, which had been | 
thrown away as not worth retting—4 los. of dry. 
flax produced 1 Ib. of fibre fit for the hackle: ' 
when dressed in Lee’s machine, the samples of 
flax, tow, and thread, tiiough, from the poor qua- | 
lity of the flax, inferior to some samples of En- 


glish flax dressed in the same manner, were . he ; ; 
» town might employ its paupers in dres-ing flax by 


greatly superior to any that had been retted 

I have, however, never made the experiment 
of weighing the flax, and then ascertaining its pro- 
duce when retted; but from the knowledge of 
those who gave evidence to this point, have no. 


sisting of fluted rollers, to work by water or 
horse power: itis different from Hill and Bun- 
dy’s, which is worked by hand; and the rollers 
work diflerently. 


From experiments made by the different ma- 
Chines, it appears by the report of the committee 
- of the house of commons, that in Hill and Bundy’s, 
,one breaker and two rubbers would produce 80 
| lbs. of prepared flax ina day, and would require 
one man or woman and three children : the work 
is light—a man can turn two breakers and two 
rubbers. 





Lee’s machine would produce about 11 lbs. a 
'day ; his new mac.ine, worked by water, will 


. produce 50 lbs. ina day, and requires three men 


/or women to attend it. 





Having never made any of the machines, I can 
only state the probable cost. Hill and Bundy’s, 
‘one breaker and two rubbers, could be furnished 
‘for about $200. Lee’s machine, at from $60 to 
($70. His new machine | have never seen a draft 
| of, and could not tell the cost. 


| The high cost of Hill and Bundy’s machine 


will prevent our farmers generally from obtiin- |) 


ing it. But what better business can be done, 
than purchasing the flax, in its dry state, from the 
farmer, to manufacture it in this way ; and every 
these machines: they might also be introduced 
into our state-prisons and penitentiaries with 
good effect. 


{ 


| Having given you this hasty sketch of the re- 





doubt of its correctness. | cent improvement in dressing flax, I would sug- 

There is another advantage ; the flax dressed | gest to our agricultural societies generally, to 
in a dry state becomes much whiter, and is easier procure one of the machines, as there can be no 
bleached—merely washing it in soap and waier | doubt of their answering. The general introduc- 
makes it white: the finest particles of flax are | tion of them would not only promote greatly our 
also saved, which are essential to the manufac | aericultural prosperity, but also the domestic 


ture of lace, or very fine linen: the seed is also 
all preserved. 

Mr. Brande, professor of chemistry at the Roy- 
al Institution, made some experiments on the nu- 
tritious quality of the chaff: the result was, an 
eighth of nutritions matter. Mr. Lee says, it is 
equal to acrop of oats for feeding cattle ; and it 
appeared also, that horses, when accustomed to 
it, prefer it to clover chaff. 

Having thus briefly stated the advantages of} 
the dry method of dressing flax, | will proceed | 
to give some account of the machine for prepar- | 





ing it, which have been invented since Mr. Lee’s. | 
The best appears to be Hill and Bundy’s, for} 
which Mr. Bundy obtained a patent, in England. | 
It consists of two machines, a breaker anda rub- | 
ber ; the first for separating the harle from the | 
boon; the second cleanses it from small particles | 
of wood and bark, left by the breaker. 

The breaker-consists of fine fluted rollers so | 
disposed to draw the flax through them, at the, 
same time to take off the woody parts from it; | 
once passing through is generally sufficient. It! 
is a machine combining great mechanical skill, | 
and on an entirely different principle from Mr. } 
Lee’s, and is not liable to get out of order. 

The rubber is made to have the same effect as | 
rubbing by hand would, to cleanse the fibre, andj 
open and subdivide it, to produce the finest 
thread. 

Mr. Lee has invented a new machine, con- 





| manufactures of tiis state. 
Very respectfully, 
Your assured friend, 
R. N. HARISON. 





Mr. Hopkins’ Address. 


The following address of Samuet M. Hopxtns, 


|, Esq. President of the Agricultural Society of Ge- 


nesee county, has been too long on our files, too 
long withheld from the perusal of our readers. 
The delay has been owing to a wish, on our pait, 
to find a favourable opportunity of giving it en- 
tire in one number ; for so many and so impor- 
tant are the topics which the author has em- 
braced, and so forcibly has he pointed out cer- 
tain defects in our moral, domestic and rural e- 
conomy, with their appropriate remedies,. that 
we were anxious to present the whole, at one 
view ; but as the opportunity we have waited 
for has not occurred, and is not likely soon to oc- 
cur, we have concluded to commence the publi- 
cation of the address in the present number. It 
will be continued in several successive numbers ; 
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and we earnestly recommend it to the attention 
of our readers in general. 





AN ADDRESS 
To the Agricultural Society of Genesee, delivered 
at Batavia, on the 11th day of October, 1819. 


BY SAMUEL M. HOPKINS, Esq. 


President of the Society. 
GENTLEMEN, 

We meet, on this first Anniversary of an Agri- 
cultural Society in the county of Genesee, under 
circumstances of very general difficulty and dis- 
tress. The greatest part of the civilized world, 
afler 25 years of war of unparalleled expense and 
devastation, has now to place its industry and 
capital upon a new basis. 

The governments of Europe are in a state of 
actual or impending bankruptcy, and commerce 
and manufactures no longer yield their accustom- 
ed profits. Our own country experiences many 
ofthe same evils—Our commerce is depressed 
—our navigation in decay—our manufactures 
ruined—and our capital, the accumulation of so 
many years of prosperity, is vanished. Our pa- 
per system has first driven specie from the coun- 
try, and now dics for wani of that specie to sup- 
port it. We owe untold millions to foreign coun- 
tries for luxuries that are already consumed, and 
for clothes that are worn out. All our habits 
are such that we seem to require renewed im- 
portations for our comfort, and even for an exis- 
tence, while it is quite obvious that as a nation 
we have not the money to pay for them, and for- 
eign nations will not take our produce in ex- 
change. 

If such is the state of our country generally, 
with what peculiar force do the causes of it bear 
upon the Western District of this State, and in a 
more especial manner upon the coun.ies beyond 
the Genesee River. The operations ofthe late 
war upon our frontier were necessarily attended 
with a profuse expenditure of money, which 
greatly enhanced the price of every thing. All 
the contracts and dealings ofmen were made up- 
on the ground of a plenty of money and high pri- 
ces. When peace suddenly withdrew the ex- 
penditure, and the Banks expelled our specie, 
the contracts, (many of them) remained ; but 
the money to pay them with, no longer exists in 
the country. 

The five counties west of the Genesee Rivet 
owe a land debt, the final, and honourable liqui- 
dation of which is a matter of the highest moment 
t» ourselves and our children. I pretend not to 
the least official information on this subject, but 
I think it a low estimate if we set down that debt 
at five millions of dollars: The interest of this 
is $350,000 per annum. From a few statements 
which I have accidentally heard, I conclude that 
on an average of years not more than $150,000 
of this sum is annually paid, so that probably more 
than $200,000 per annum Is running against us 
on compound interest, at 7 per cent. When to 
this we add, the vast amount of useless articles 
which we have imported from abroad, and the 
necessary ones which we must continue to im- 
port—when we add again to this, that the three 
years previous to the present have been years of 
scarcity—when we reflect that in seasons of 
plenty our wheat will bear no price, and in years 
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of scarcity it costs one bushel to carry the other 
to Albany, it is notto be denied that our pros- 
pect is appalling. What is our hope ? Whence 
under Providence are we to seek for relief? 

These are momentous questions to which I 
shall attempta sketch of such imperfect answers 
as | am able to devise: —I think that in the state- 
ment made I have not exaggerated the danger 
of our situation. But I speak from the profoun- 
dest conviction of my own mind, when I say that 
upon the discovery of a practical answer to these 
enquiries depends the sum total of our happiness 
as a civilized and social people ; that we must 
look the drnger in the face ; that if necessary 
we must submit to unpleasant changes, or an en- 
tire alteration of our habits and expenses, or give 
up all hopes of prosperity for ourselves and our 
children. Neither do these questions address 
themselves solely to persons of small property, 
or to the poorer classes, or to debtors. The few 
who in this country have become rich and pros- 
perous are equally interested. ‘They cannot 
possess or enjoy property in the midst of sur- 
rounding desolation. ‘I'he extensive land holder 
will find the value of his property vanish into air, 
if the occupants are ruined—the merchant can 
do no business without solvent customers—the 
learned professions cease to exist when society 
becomes disorganised ; and what is capital in the 
midst ofa desert ?——The hopes of all are bound 
up in the same bundle. 


In adverting therefore to the subject of our 
distresses the following remedics are suggested : 

First.—The disuse of imported luxuries and 
of all unnecessary articles of consumption. 

Second.—And connected with the above, the 
supply ofour own wants from our own means to 
the utmost extent possible. 

Third.—T he increase of quantity, improvement 
in quality and cheapness in price of all our expor- 
table products, whether consisting of stock, grain 
or other farm produce, or of lumber, pot and 
pearl ashes, or manufactured articles. Under 
this head come more peculiarly the specitic ob- 
jects of this society, and on this I propose to dis- 
cuss some points with minuteness. 


Fourth.—Increased facilities for transportation, 
under which the grand canal holds by far the 
¥10st conspicuous place. 

_ Fifth.—The suppression of idleness, dissipa- 
tion and criminality, the entire support of which 
comes in one shape or another asa tax upon in- 


dustry. 


1. As to the disuse of imported luxuries and 
unnecessary articles :—A long course of pros- 
perity during the European wars, has established 
among us habits of expense much beyond, not 
only what we can support in ordinary times, but 
far beyond the expenses of any other people in 
the world. As a nation we are not only high 
minded and ambitious, but also ostentatious, habi- 
tuated to the benefits of a fertile soil and pros- 
perous commerce, ofan extraordinary price for 
our own products and industry, and consequently 
enjoying the meansof paying for many foreign 
Juxuries and elegancies. Such cannot perma- 
nently be the lot ofany nation in the ordinary 
state ofthe world ; no people can wear elegant 
clothes and use elegant -furniture, manufactured 
abroad, loaded as they must be with all the ex- 





penses of importation, transportation, insurance 
and duties tothe government. No people can, 
with the ordinary profits of labour, make an ha- 
bitual use of delicacies brought from distant cli- 
mates or an opposite hemisphere. We find ac- 
cordingly that the habits of every other known 
people are much more economical than our own 
in proportion to their income. 

Many merchants in America live as expensive- 
ly as is usual with European noblemen. And it 
has been said, prpbably with justice, that our men 
of property often spend as much in proportion to 
their whole estate or capital, as those of other 
countries do in proportion to their income.— 
Meantime the country merchant, the lawyer and 
the wealthy farmer push forward to imitate the 
elegance of the town; and the less wealthy, 
through all the grides of property or poverty, 
are still ambitious to come as near as possible to 
those in the rank before them. 

The excessive use of spirituous liquors alone, 
not only imposes a tax upon the country far grea- 
ter than all we pay to the general and State Go- 
vernment, but also lays the foundation of idle- 
ness, profligacy, and debt ; of the ruin of fami- 
lies, and immense individual misery and _ suffer- 
ing. It must be known and felt, that such a state 








of things cannot continue in this part of the coun- 
try, and I think in no part. The longer we put 
off acting upon this conviction, the greater will 
be our eventual distress, and the sooner we_ be- 
gin to act upon it efficiently, the earlier will be 
our redemption from debt, dependence and _vir- 
tual slavery. Let every man who imports or 
uses an unnecessary article know that he does so 
much to impose a yoke of bondage upon the neck 
of himself or his neighbors. 

Let it be remembered, that the man who buys a 
gallon of brandy throws away tbe capital which 
would have tilled two acres of land, and in drink- 
ing it he destroys the time and faculties which 
would have sown, and harvested, and marketed 
the crop. The price of a yard of superfine 
cloth would pay for as many sheep as would pro- 
duce wool for 5 yards. We could any of us dis- 
pense with somuch Tea, Coffee, and Sugar in a 
year as would purchase a paient plough. The 
value ofa pair of gloves would market a bushel 
of wheat at Albany, and an elegant side-board 
costs as much as an elegant Threshing Machine. 

The systein of credit at the stores of the coun- 
try merchants is a destructive evil, and no grea- 
ter benefit could now be conferred on the public 
than a general conviction of the undoubted fact, 
that this country is unworthy of credit. Indeed 
the whole system of the importation of foreign 
goods is kept up by delusion and _ infatuation.— 
The foreign manufacturer is anxious to extend his 
business—he produces goods each year still more 
elegant, and perhaps cheaper than before, and 
takes his chance for the sale of them in America. 
The importing merchant wishes to live in a style 





of still greater elegance and expense, and runs 
the risk of selling these goods to his country 
customers. The country merchant finds it a 


more easy and elegant employment to measure 
off silks and ribbons at a counter, than to plough 
new ground, thresh wheat, or feed cattle ; he 
too buys goods, in hopes one day to be rich enough 
to remove to New-York. 








——__ 





| It is unfortunate that the country merchant is 

















often a grocer, and a retail grocer too ; and the 
farmer, who called to buy some necessary article, 
at the store, takes a glass which is not necessary. 
Cautious at first, he grows bolder as he drinks 
more, and begins to purchase other goods. His 
credit is good with the merchant, while his work- 
ing horses, or oxen or a cow remains—the bill 
runs up, the merchant keeps an eagle eye upon 
the last cow and prosecutes in season, and the 
constable’s sale sometimes winds up the account 
—the farmer’s wife and children are then turn- 
ed out to want, idleness, and vice—the land office 
re-enters upon his forfeited farm, and himself 
absconds to the Wabash. 

This is not always, however, the end. of the 
account ; for often it happens that horses, oxen 
and cows will not produce a tenth part of their 
value. The country dealer can make no collec- 
tions—he fails—and the loss falls upon the New- 
York merchant. An accumulation of such los- 
ses at length exhausts the vast capital of the im- 
porter, and when he fails the manufacturer is 
paid in acertificate of Bankruptcy, or insolvent 
debtors discharge. 

In this way we have paid, I think, not less than 
20 millions a year for some of our late importa- 
tions. 

With such of you as may have the determina- 
tien, each for himself, to rescue his own family 
from these dangers, | retarn to my subject of 
suggesting those possible means of securing our 
individual and collective independence, which 
come more particularly under the first and se- 
cond general heads :-— 

1. Let every farmer immediately attend to 
the increase of his sheep and of the cultivation of 
flax and hemp. 

2. Let individuals of respectability set the 
example of plainness of dress and furniture, and 
greater simplicity in their manner of living. The 
state of the country requires this, and the sacri- 
fice is not great for any person of right views 
and feelings. 

5. Let petitions be presented to the legislature 
to increase the excise upon foreign wines and 
spirituous liquors, so as to relieve the temperate 
part of community from a portion of their taxes 
and encourage the domestic article. 

4. Let the destruction of the sugar maple im- 
mediately cease ; let inhabitants who have the 
means, and who look forward to the independence 
of their families, proceed to make plantations of 
these trees. 

I see it stated in a late publication, that the 
annual quantity of maple sugar made in the Uni- 
ted States, amounts to 10 millions of pounds, and 
that about the same quantity is made from the 
cane in the vicinity of New-Orleans. 

Our whole annual consumption is stated at 50 
millions. so that we have still to pay foreigners 
for 30 millions of pounds of sugar. 

A worthy member of this society (whose care- 
ful observations and practical knowledge on ma- 
ny subjects, will, I hope, one day be imparted to 
us,) has found, on calculation,that 6 cents per lb. 
will pay all expenses of making maple sugar. If 
this be so the profit on making it is 100 per cent. 
or more, which exceeds any other business we 
can follow. When we add, that the season for 
it is one in which we caa neither plough nor sow, 
I can scarcely doubt that we ought to extend the 
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manufacture, not only for our own supply, but e- 
ven for exportation. 

As an objection might arise, grounded on the 
decay of the large forest sugar maple, I do not 
hesitate to say, that in my Opinion, we ought to 
plant and rear nurseries and orchards of these 
trees, and to justify the opinion I will state a fact 
within my own knowledge, and add a few calcu- 
lations. When a boy in Connecticut I used to 
observe a young growth of maples, coming up ei- 
ther from seeds, or sprouts, on land which had 
once been cleared. ‘lhe owner, a careful far- 
mer, bethought himself to fence in this piece of 
land, defend the young growth from cattle, keep 
the maples trimmed up, and cut away the other 
growth. Whenl was a student at law, | saw 
them, and judged some of the trees large enough 
to be tapped. 1 am now informed that the owner 
has made sugar from these trees for about 20 
years past. It is not a little curious to add, that 
the person who first cleared this piece of land of 
its native growth (of course some time before the 
young maples started) is now living an aged and 
respectable man in Bloomfield, Ontario county. 
It follows from this, that a person, after attaining 
the age of manhood,may raise even from the seed 
or sucker, an orchard of maples from which su- 
. gar may be made 20 years or mor? within the pos- 
sible duration of his own life. 

But if we were to take up and transplant the 
young maples, which in many of our woods are 
abundant, I can hardly doubt that in ten or filteen 
years they might be tapped without injury. As 
ornamental trees they are perhaps the most beau- 
tiful of all the superb products of the American 
forest. 

From the manner in which we see the tree 
grow wild, I conclude that 80 might grow on an 
acre, perhaps even 160, but still [ will confine 
my calculation to 40, that is, one for every four 
rods of ground. 

The trees will not much injure the land, whe- 
ther for pasturage or meadow till they themselves 
become productive. Now. 40 trees at 3 Ibs. of 
sugar each, give 120 Ibs. of sugar from an acre ; 
and this, at the usual rate of one half for the use 
of the trees, and at the present price of sugar, 
gives $7,50, for the income ofan acre of land. It 
is net income, without labour or expense. 

But what is more important, 4 or 5°such acres, 
may make the owner, as far as sugar is concerned, 
independent of the merchant. While on this 
subject of trees, permit me to digress somewhat 
for the sake of mentioning some ideas upon tim- 
ber and wood, which I may not have another op- 
portunity of introducing. 








As we have no land but what is fit for cultiva- 
tion, the temptation to clear off the natural growth | 
becomes great. Our habits too, as a people, in- | 
cline us to destroy all livingtrees. Hence, wood ' 
for fuelis as dear or dearer in New-York than in 
the city of Paris, and hence a scarcity of timber 
is already felt in many parts of Oneida, Cayuga, 
and other counties, which within our recollection 
contained no white inhabitants. Add to this, that 


many parts of this county, as of all our. country, | 


has no native growth of durable timber. When 
the tirst set of basswood fences are rotten, of what 
are the next to be made? When the oak is 
swept off from the fine lands that bear it, what is 


} 











our next resource for timber ? ‘. 





England has extensive forests reserved by law 
for public use, and since the time of Evelyn (a- 
bout 170 or 180 years) the oak has been exten- 
sively planted, by the owners of estates, as a pro- 
vision for posterity. In France, and a great part 
of the continent of Europe, individuals own forest 
grounds of which a portion is cat off every year 
ve sule, commonly when from 15 to 25 years 
old. 

We have no such establishments nor habits— 
and we may take this as certain, that the want of 
that timber, which in many places we now so 
wantonly destroy, will be the first cause of depo- 
pulation not many years hence. 

For all this, foresight and care may provide re- 
medies, if we will use them. 

For fuel—let natural groves be reserved near 
the dwelling-house on every farm, and when part 
is cut off, let it grow up from the roots as they do 
in France. 

For fences—hedges must be resorted to inthe 
end, and we ought now to begin. 

But my principal object is to show the profit of 
planting on each farm an acre of Chesnut trees. 

An acre so planted with young chesnuts four 
feet apart each way will contain something more 
than 2700 trees. ‘Ihese, in about 18 or 20 
years, will furnish probably, seven rails each, or 
19000 rails, or equal to 1000 a year, which will 
then be worth 40 dollars per thousand, but say 
only 30, and deduct even 10 dollars for cutting, 
and it will leave at the least, a net return of 20 
dollars a year for the value of the timber on an 
acre. , 

A similar scale of eventual profits attends the 
planting of the oak and larch in foreign countries ; 
and in ours we might add the locust with equal 
advantage as it here flourishes without an enemy. 

I have no doubt either that we ought to plant 
the oak, though this can hardly be expected with- 
out previous legislative encouragement.* 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 





* IT would permanently exempt from taxation, the land on 
which oak should be planted and continued, It has been. said 
that Nelson’s ships were built of trees which were acrons in the 
time of Evelyn. 
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Agricultural Chemistry. 
No. XXXIV. 
BY HUMPHREY DAVY. 
Of vegetable and animal manures, and their ope- 
ration on plants. 

[239] That certain vegetable and animal sub- 

“<4 stances introduced into the soil accelerate 
vegetation and increase the produce of crops, is 
a fact known since the earliest period of agricul- 
ture ; but the manner in which manures act, the 


| best modes of applying them, and their relative 


value and durability, are still subjects of discus- 
sion. In this lecture, I shall endeavor to lay 
down some settled principles on these objects ; 
they are capable of being materially elucidated 
by the recent discoveries in chemistry ; and I 
need not dwell on their great importance to far- 
mers. 

The pores in the fibres of the roots of plants 
are so small, that it is with difficulty they can be 


discovered by the microscope ; it is not there- | 























fore probable, that solid substances can pass into 
them from the soil. I tried an experiment on 
this subject : some impalpable powdered char- 
[240] coal, procured my washing gunpowder, 
was placed in a phial containing pure Wa- 

ter, in which a plant of peppermint was growing ; 
the roots of the plant were pretty generally in 
contact with the charcoal. The experiment 
was made in the beginning of May, 1805; the 
growth of the plant was very vigorous during a 


| fortnight, when jt was taken out of the phial ; the 


roots were cut through in difierent parts ; but 
no carbonaceous matter could be discovered in 
them, nor were the smallest fibrils bckened by 
charcoal, though this must have been the case 
had the charcoal been absorbed in a solid form. 

No substance is more necessary to plants than 
carbonaceous matter: and if this cannot be intro- 
duced into the organs of plants except in a state 
of solution, there is every reason to suppose that 
other substances less essential will be in the same 
case. 

I found by some experiments made in 1804, 
that plants introduced into strong fresh solutions 
of sugar, mucilage, tanning principle, jelly, and 
other substances died ; but that plants lived in 
the same solutions after they had fermented. At 
that time I supposed that fermentation was neces- 
sary to prepare the food of plants; but I have 
since found that the deleterious effect of the re- 
cent vegetable solutions was owing to their being 
too concentrated ; in consequence of which 
the vegetable organs were probably clogged with 
solid matter, and the transpiration by thé leaves 
prevented. In the beginning of June, in the 
next year, 1 used solutions of the same substan- 
ces, but so much diluted, that there was only a- 
bout the two-hundredth part of solid vegetable or 

[241] animal matter in the solutions. Plants of 

~""+ mint grew luxuriantly in all these solu- 
tions ; but least so in that of the astringent mat- 
ter. I watered some spots of grass in a garden 
with the different solutions separately, and a spot 
with common water ; the grass watered with so- 
lutions of jelly,sugar and mucilage, grew most vig- 
orously ; and that watered with the solution of 
tanning principle grew better than that watered 
with common water. 

1 endeavored to ascertain whether soluble ve- 
getable substances passed in an unchanged state 
into the roots of plants, by comparing the pro- 
ducts of the analysis of the roots of some plants of 
mintwhich had grown,some in common water,some 
in asolution ofsugar. 120 grains of the roots of 
the mint which grew in the solution of sugar, af- 
forded five grains of pale green extract, which had 
a swectish taste, but which slightly coaguiated-by 
the action of alcohol. 120 grains of the roots of 
the mint which had grown in common water yiel- 
ded three grains and a half of extract, which was 
of a deep olive colour ; its taste was sweetish, 
but more astringent than that of the other ex- 
tract, and it coagulated more copiously with al- 
cohol. 

These results though, not quite decisive, faver 
the opinion that soluble matters pass unaltered 
into the roots of plants ; and the idea is confirmed 
by the circumstance that the radical fibres of 
plants made to grow in infusions .of madder are 
tinged red; and it may be considered as almost 
proved by the fact, that substances which are e- 





5 #- repr 
‘ FRAY, cea age Ai a camp 9 samme 


ed 
sor 


ellie Sax is 


‘pew elements when mixed with substances more 


358 





THE PLOUGH BOY. 


sé 


Vol. 1. 





SSS 








—_——— ——_—_—. -* = oe 


ven poisonous to vegetables are absorbed by 
them. I introduced the roots of a primrose into 
a weak solution of oxide of iron in vinegar 
[242] . nd suffered it to remain in it till the leaves 
became yellow ; the roots were then carefully 
washed in distilled water, bruised, and boiled in 
a small quantity of the same fluid : the decoction 
of them,passed through a filtre,was examined by 
the test of infusion of nut-galls ; the decoction 
gained a strong tint of purple, which proves that 
solution of iron had been taken up by the vessels 
or pores in the roots. 

Vegetable and animal substances, as is shewn 
by universal experience, are consumed in vege- 
tation; and they can only nourish the plant by 
affording solid matters capable of being dissolved 
by water, or gaseous substances capable of being 
absorbed by the fluids in the leaves of vegetables ; 
but such parts of them as are rendered gaseous, 
and that pass into the atmosphere, must produce 
acomparatively small effect, for gasses soon be- 
come diffused through the muss of the surroun- 
ding air. The great object in the application of 
manure should be to make it aflord as mach solu- 

ble matter as possible to the roots of the plants ; 
and that ina slow and gradual manner, so that it 
may be entirely consumed in forming the sap or 
organized parts of the plant. 

Mucilaginous, gelatinous, saccharine, oily, and 
extractive fluids, and solution of carbonic acid in 

water, are substances that in their unchanged 
state contain almost all the principles necessary 
for the life of plants ; but there are few cases in 
which they can be applied as manures in their 
‘pure forms ; and vegetable manures, in general, 
contain a great excess of fibrous and insoluble 

[243] matter, which must undergo chemical 

“““J changes before they can become the food 
of plants. 

It will be proper to take a scientific view of 
the nature of these changes ; cf the causes which 
occasion them, and which accelerate or retard | 
them ; and of the prodnets they atlord. 

If any fresh vegetable matter which contains 
sugar, mucilage, starch, or other of the vegeta- 
ble compounds soluble in water, be moistened and 
exposed to air, at a temperature from 55° to 36° 
oxygene will soon be absorbed, and carbonic a- 
cid formed ; heat will be produced, and elastic 
fluids, principally carbonic acid, gaseous oxide of | 
carbon, and hydro-carbonate will be evolved : au 
dark coloured liquid of-a slightly sour or bitter 
taste will likewise be formed ; and if the process 
be suffered to continne for atime sufficiently 
long, nothing solid will remain, except earthy and 
saline matter, coloured hlack by charcoal. 

The dark coloured tluid formedin the fermen- 
tation always contains acetic acid ; and when al- 
bumen or gluten exists in the vegetable substance 
it ikewise contains volatile alkali. 





ally. 


than woody fibre when exposed toair and water ; 
but much less liable than the other vegetable 
compounds ; and even the most inflammable sub- 
stances by the absorption of oxygene, become 
gradually soluble in water. 
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ALBANY : SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 1820. 
DUNN’S SHEEP. 
On Monday morning last, we were treated to | 
an exhibition of nineteen sheep, of the Bakewell: 
or Dishley breed, raised on the farm of Mr. 
Curistopuer Dunn, of this city. These sheep 
were exhibited on the capital or public square, 
and excited the admiration of a numerous body 
of spectators for their size and general appear- 
ance. 























There were ten ewes from three to four years 
old, and nine wethers,three years old this spring. 
Their average weight may be estimated at 25lbs 
per quarter or 100wt. per animal, making a to- 
tal of 1900wt. We-l on an average, say 6lbs. or 
total 114]bs. ‘The whole were sold to Mr. Gis- 
Bons for two hundred dollars, upwards of ten 
dollars and fifty cents per head. 

They were fattened since the latter part of 
last fall, on Indian meal, corn and outs alternate- 
ly, changing from one to the other, every few 
days. Potatoes once a day since the first of Jan- 
uary, with a litile oil cake. 

In the American Farmer, of the 31st ult. Mr. 
SKINNER gives us a brief account of twenty sheep, 


of the same breed, raised by Mr. Barney, an e- 
minent grazier of Port Penn, Delaware, the to- 
tal weight of which was 2,333 Ibs. exceeding Mr. 
Mr. Bar- 
ney is not only perhaps the first grazier in the 


Dunn’s about 16 Ibs. on an average. 


United States ; but his land is far superior to that 
of Mr. Dunn, and the climate certainly more fa- 
vourable. He has the advantage besides, of re- 
siding personally on his farm ; whereas Mr. Dunn 
resides in town, and only visits his farm occasion- 
Mr. Duun contemplates visiting Mr. Bar- 
ney, in the course of the present year, for the 
purpose of enquiring into his mode of manage- 
ment, as Mr, D. is desirous of bringing this breed 
of sheep to the highest state of perfection, of 
which they are capable on his farm, or in this 





In proportion as there is more gluten, albumen, 
er matters soluble in water in the vegetable sub- | 
stances exposed to fermentation, so in proportion | 
all other circumstances being equal, will the pro- 
cess be more rapid. Pure woody fibre alone 
undergoes a change very slowly ; but its texture 
is broken down, and it is easily resolved into 


liable to change, containing more oxygene and 
[244] hydrogene. Volatile and fixed oils, resins 


quarter. We hope his tour may tend to the 
improvement of our flocks,and produce that profit 
to himself, which ought ever to attend such use- 
ful enterprises. In our next we shall extract 
from the American Farmer an interesting account 
of animals raised and fatted by Mr. Barney, and 
several other gentlemen ; and we shall also seek 
for the best authorities from which to give a his- 








aud wax, are more susceptible of change 


BEES.—BOTTS., 

An obliging correspondent at Stockbridge 
Mass. has pointed out an important error in the 
article on the management of bees, published in 
our 42d number. In page 334, speaking of the 
breeding season, when bees require feeding, the 
conclusion of the paragraph should read thus— 
** This, in warm situations, generally takes place 
about the beginning of May, and in cold about « 
month after.” 

The same correspondent, says—In the same 
paper | observed several recipes for the cure of 
Botts in horses ; | have no doubt of their being 
good ones ; but as they are compounds they may 
uot be obtained, when a horse is suddenly attack- 
ed. [send youa simple one which | and my 
neighbours have used with success, which you 
may publish if you please. It may save the life of 
some one of tiese noble animals, as | am confi- 
dent it did that of my horse. 

Kecipe.—Take a table spoonful of spirits of 
turpentine and rub it on the breast of the horse, 
also, take a table spoonful and put it into warm 
milk and pour it down the horse, and a cure w i 
be speedily effected. 





Errata.—In the last Plough Boy, article Asparagus, last 
sentence of 3d paragraph, for * shade the bed,” read spade the 
bed. inthe article Canker on Plum ‘7 rees, next following, in 
the 4th sentence of 3d paragraph, for * the residence forms,” 
read the residue forms, &c. 
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Tue PETITION ron ENDOWING a FEMALE 
SEMINARY. 

Have the legislature, in regard to this petition, 
sustained that character for liberality and magna- 
nimity which this state has heretofore enjoyed. 
Our sex have solicited a share of their paternal 
bounty to promote the interests of our education ; 
we have plead for a pittance from that fund, 
which has been so liberally dealt out to the other 
sex ; and we offered unanswerable arguments in 
support of our claim ; bat we plead in vain! 

True it has been asserted that such _institu- 
tions as the petition contemplates, would benefit 
the rich and not the poor ; but can any one se- 
riously weigh this assertion against the argu- 
ments* we have advanced, and say that it either 
confutes or outweighs them? Are the legisla- 
ture merely the almoners of public charity ? are 
they not rather the keepers of the public reve- 
nue,to deal it out for the present and future 
maintenance of public prosperity 2? True we 
did not go as paupers to beg their charity, we 
wentas children to ask for our rights ; and we 
yave as a reason why they should be granted, 
that such a giant wonld be for the good of that 
political family over which the legislature pre- 
side. Has any principle been more universilly 
acknowledged than that a careful regard to the 
education of youth ts vitally essential to that 
good: It has heretofore been asserted in the 





* The arguments alluded to are contained in that part of 
Gov. Clinton’s late speech to the legislature, in which he re- 
commends to their notice the female seminary at Waterford; 
in the petitionofthe Trustees of that institution to the legisla. 
ture ; and they were eloquently urged in the senate (who voted in 
favour of the petition) by Messrs Skinner, Van Buren and 
Livingston ; and in the house of assembly by Mr Spencer the 
speaker, Messrs Sharpe, Ulshoeffer, Irving. Powell, Wallbridge 
and Williams; and thev may be found at length in Mrs. Wil- 
lard’s plan for improving Female Education, addressed ta the 








tory of the Bakewell breed of sheep. 
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legislature, by a distinguished member of that 
honourable body (and who can dispute it ?) that 
children are the property of the public, and that 
to the state rather than to the parents appertains 
the important duty of providing for their educa- 
tion. The exertions of the legislature in this 
case are not made in reference to the situation of 
the parent, but to the future importance of the 
child. 
female education is low and must necessarily re- 
main so,whatever may be the wealth of individual 
parents, without effectual legislative aid; and 
shall that aid be withheld, lest the daughters of 
the rich might be its more immediate recipients ? 

We do not, however, acknowledge that the 
daughters of the rich, would in the event be most 
benefitted by pubsic female institutions. Said a 
learned and pious divine in reference to this 
question, ‘‘ let open a fountain on a hill, and it 
will never cease to flow tillit reaches the lowest 
valley ;” and he might have added, it is there 
its fertilizing efects will eventually be most ex- 
perienced. But are the daughters of the rich of 
no consequence to the state? On the contrary, 
can a class of citizens be found, whose iniluence 
over its prosperity is greater ? They are the ar- 
biters of fashion, the leaders of public morals and 
manners, and as education shall form their cha- 
racters, will they hereafter infuse health and 
beauty through the political body, or disease and 
ruin. 

In looking through the state do we not find 
those principles for which we contend, practically 
acknowledged in every case except the one to 
which we wish now to direct the public ~ten- 
tion. Where are there collections of youtts as- 
sembled to receive instruction, and legislative 
care comes not? It takes the children from the 
arms of their mothers and watches over their 
places ofinitiatory instruction, and from thence 
conducts them through the academies. Then 
comes aseason in which itis proper for the sexes 
to pursue their studies separately. The legis- 
lature then take their sons by the hand and ten- 
derly conduct them through the paths of science, 
till their education is completed. But where 
are their daughters ? shall no fatherly protection 
or bounty come to them ?—no guardian genius of 
the state watch where they assemble ? 

But let us turn from these gloomy reflections. 
One female institution was last year placed under 
the care of the regents, and privileged to share 
with the other academies in the literature fund. 
Men can be named among the defenders of our 
cause, whose superiors can no where be found. 
For the first time, in the long course of ages, has 
this question, concerning our rights,been agitated 
in the halls of a legislative council, and we have 
reason of encouragement, that so many of its 
most distinguished voices were heard in our be- 
half. Champions of our sex! Receive our 
heartfelt thanks! Feeling power, you have not 
forgotten right: Your names are preserved as 
sacred to every intelligent and grateful female ! 
and sacred be your repose in the bosoms of those 
families to which many of you are about to re- 
turn! and may your wives and daughters feel that 
the conjugal and filial tie is endeared, when they 
reflect that it is not only the husband and the fa- 
ther whom they receive, but the magnanimous de- 


+ See the work just alluded to. 











It has been shownft that the standard of 











fender of their sex. And when that change shall 
have been effected, for which you have plead, 
posterity, caring for those who care for them, 
will reiterate upon your memories, the blessings 
which we now invoke! 

Think not that I speak too confidently. Our 
cause is just, and the God of justice will defe.d 
it. The arguments on which we rest it are true, 
and truth will finally prevail. What though 
we meet with difficulties ? what important change 
in society was ever effected without? Having 
once understood our rights, we will never cease 
to plead till they are obtained ; and even should 
this generation refuse to acknowledge them, we 
will teach our sons to be more just. I have one 
who Is precious to me,as was to her the * jewels” 
of that Roman matron, whose name I have assu- 
med ; yet | leave him a mother’s blessing,but as 
he shall hereafter respect the rights of her sex. 

CORNELIA. 





Weekly Summary. 


In regard to the Floridas, a late message from 
the president of the United States to congress, recommends the 
omission of any provision by law for taking possession of that 
country until the next session. This course is recommended 
as well on account of the present state of Spain, as of a wish, 
intimated by some friendly powers in Europe, (Russia, Eng- 
land and France) that such course be pursued, in the hope 
that a minister will arrive here shortly from Spain, for the 
amicable adjustment of our differences with her, and that 
such course is best calculated to continue the present state of 
peace in Europe. 

Congres: have passed a law for taking another 
census of the United States. The enumeration to commence 
on the first Monday of August next, and to be completed in 6 
months thereafter. Accounts of manufacturing establishments, 
and of the numbers employed therein, are to be duly noted. 

The legislature of Pennsylvania adjourned on 
Tuesday before last. They have passed a law for the ap. 
praisement of estates, taken on execution, with provision that 
no such estate shall be sold for less than two-thirds of its ap- 
praised value. 

The legislature of Ohio have made provision, 
by law, for the appointment of three commissioners for locat- 
ing the course of a canal to run from Lake Erie to the Ohio ri- 
ver. It isto pass through the tract of land in that state which 
was lately purchased by congress of the Indians, and is to be 
carried by Columbus, the present seat of government of that 
state. 

On the Ist inst. the sloop Cornelia, commanded 
by Mr. Daniel Sickles, of this place, and in part owned by him, 
caught fire, about 11 miles down the river, and was consumed, 
with the cargo. The fire, it seems, was first communicated to 
some hay on the deck. 

The Canal Porter is about to be exhibited at 
the capitol in this city. It is intended asa substitute for locks, 
incanals, itis stated that it will save three-fourths of the 
expense, and nine-teaths of the water required by a lock, and 
that it renders summit levels practicable in places in which, 
from the smallness of the quantity of water to be had, no lock 
can be broughtto operate. The invention is spoken of as be- 
ing by no means visionary, but one that is capable of practica- 
ble demonstration in regard to the use to which it is proposed 
to be applied. 

A most atrocious robbery was lately commit- 
ted on the southern mail, near Baltimore. The driver, of the 
name of John Heaps, a native of England, was t:ed to a tree, 
two balls were then shot through his body, and in thissituation 
he was found lifeless. The mail was destroyed. It appears 
also that the robbers of the mail are Perry Hutton and Morris 
Norton Hull. Hutton had previously broke jail at Richmond, 
where he had been confined for kidnapping. They are now 
both lodged in Baltimore jail. A later account states that 
these wretches have confessed their guilt, and that they mur- 
dered the driver to prevent his being a witness against them. 
The money taken from the mail has been restored. 


FOREIGN. 


Intended assassination of the Ministers of George 
the Fourth.—The London Courier, of Feb. 24, states that i- 
formation had been received by the civil power, that an at- 
tempt was to be made on the lives of his majesty’s ministers, 
whilst assembled at a dinner at Earl Bathurst’s; that i3 of the 
city patroles of London proceeded to the place of rendezvous 
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of the niendes assassins, thatat tins place trey iound them, 
1 number about 27 or 30, in a concealed place, in Cato-st. 
engaged in loading fire arms, and fixing them on with belts, 
similar to those worn by the military. On the tables wee 
cutlasses, bayonets, pistols, ball, &c. On the entrance of the 
patroles this asseublage were thrown into confusion, but atter 
a short rencontre, in which one of the patroles was killed, the 
murderer was secured, auc most of the others. lt appears that 
“the notorious Arthur Thistlewood” was one of the principals 
among this gang of conspirators, 

The English papers have published the fol- 
lowing recipe for a cold and cough. 1 draclm sweet spirits 
of nitre, I do. elixir vitriol, 60 d:ops laudanum, and 3 spoons. 
full of honey ; 30 drops of the mixture to be taken 3 times a 
day. 

A French paper, published at Ostend, gives 
the following account of a most wonderful navigator, an En- 
tlishman. He has a little boat, about 16 feet long, and & 
w.de, in which he crosses the ocean, which lies between Eng- 
land and France, and is the only hand on board. Le places 
himself in the prow, where he can manage the sails, and he 
steers by cords attached to the rudder. He bas been three 
days and nights in crossing over; be pursues his business at 
all seasons of the year, which is that of purchasing produce 








at Ostend, and carrying it to his own country for sale. 

From Chili the latest information, by the way 
of Buenos Ayres, states that Jord Cochrane has destroyed the 
three Spanish ships of war which proceeded, in May last, from 
Cadiz for Lima. 

The patriot general Bolivar, in a late procla- 
mation, addressed to the Irishmen under the command of ge- 
neral Devereaux, who left their native country in aid of the 
patriot cause, extols their courage, their sufferings, and their 
magnanimity, in defence ofthe patriot cause; and he assures 
them that they shall be rewarded to the full extent of all that 
was promised them, by their general, before they embarked. 
in addition to their pay, they were promised all the rights of 
citizenship and valuable donations of lands. 

By a late account from Kamschatka, it appears 
thatan American merchantman arrived in June last, in 28 
days fram the Sandwich Islands, laden with a cargo of swine, 
goats, poultry, water-melons, and potatoes, some of the latter 
weighing 10 pounds. 

















~ PRESENT PRICES OF CounTRY PRODUCE IN_ 
THis MakKerT. 

Fiour anp Grain.—Supertine flour $6—Rye 
flour $2 75 per bbl.—Indian meal $1 50 cwt.— 
Buckwheat flour $1 25 to $1 75 cwt.—Wheat 87 
cents to $16 bush.—Rye 54—Corn 44—Oats 
31—Barley 75——-Peas 50 to 62 1-2 per bush. 

Beef, stall fed $6 cwt.—common beef $3 to 
$4 50—Pork $6 to 6 50—Mutton 6 te 7 cents 
per Ib.—Ham 7 to 10 per Ib. 

Hay, average, 37 1-2 cents per cwt. 

Butter 10 to 12 cents per lb.—Cheese,good, $6 
percwt.—Cider ¢ 2 to 2 50 p. bbl.— Potatoes 25 
cents per bushel.—Turnips, ruta baga, 37 1-2 
cents—white, 25 cents. 

Luuser.—Pine plank 14 cents—white p. do.18 
—do. boards, good, $2 100 ft. com. $1 do.—Shin- 
gles, good, $1 50 per bundle. 

Albany, April 7, 1620. 
nom en i ne 


BENJAMIN KNOWER, 
At his Old Stand, No. 421, South Market-street, 
: » Albany, 
HH’ constantly on hand a general assortment 
of Hats, of every description, of American Manufac- 
ture, at the most reasonable prices. 

He has also constantly for ‘sale, a general as- 
‘sortment of Hatter’s Stock and Trimmings, with which he will 
be happy to supply old or new customers as cheap as they can 
‘be supplied at anv other place. ; 

IMITATION BEAVERS, which are now be- 
coming so fashionable, ready made, or made to order on the 
shortest notice. ; 

All hats made by him, are rendered water 
proof, if required, by a secret process. The advantage ot this 
improvement is obvious, as nothing so soon destroys the shape 
and beauty of a hat as getting drenched by. rain or otherwise. 
This is not only a new improvement, but a most important one, 





| inasmuch as there can be no doubt that hats, thus made water 


proof, will wear much longer than those which are made in 
the old way. 





April 4, 1820. 
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PRICE CURRENT. 


Corrected Weekly, from the New-York General Price Current 


and Public Sales Report. 















































New-York, March 31, 1820, 


























To Remarks 
Cc. 


Dull. 











Per From 
D. C.D. 
ASHES, Pot ---------- 
. Pearl ------ ecee 
BEEF, Mess ---------- 10 
—— Prime--------- - 8 8 25 
~-——— Cargo -------+-+-- 6 25 
RUTTER, first quality - - - - - 15 16 
————— for exportation - - - - 9 11 
CANDLES, mould- - - - - --- 18 18 
——— Dipped -------- 17 
———— Sperm.--------- 44 45 
Jax e+ eee ee ee 60 
CHEESE, American - - - - --- 6 vi 
CHOCOLATE, New-York - - - 18 25 
———a-——== Boston, No. I. - - - - 18 25 
-———-—— Albany----- -- 20 25 
VOMESTIC GOODS, 
———— White shirting - - - - - 14 18 
- Brown do------ 12 13 
3-4 checks------- 16 18 
amines GU EE ee 8 he 21; 22 
4-4 do ---+--- 24 27 
Stripes -----+-+-- 16 18 
Plaids ------ ore 16 20 
Bed-ticks ------- 28 36 
—— Chambrays ------ 14 15 
FEATHERS -------+--° 56 68 
FIGH, Dry Cod -+--+--+--+-- 250) 28 
— scale ----+--+-- 2 
—-- Pickled Cod -------- 3 50) 4 
scale ----+-+-- “. 2 
—— Salinon --°+-+*-*-**°?> 15 
— Fall mackrel No. 1 - -- 725) 8 
— iO. -*2e° 5 50) 6 
— No.3 --+-- 450) 5 
—— Southern shad No. 1 -- 5 50} 6 
Connecticut mess shad - - 10 50} 11 
—— Werrings - - - - - 250) 3 
Vian + & « #2 #6 @ 16 18 
FLAX-SEED, clean - - - -j/cask! 13 13 50 
rough - - - = | 12 13 
FLOUR & GRAIN - - - = - 
-——  New- York superfine - | lb.! 5 5 12 
~—— Philadelphia - - : 5 75) 6 
—— Baltimore - - . 5 751 6 
—— Richmond - > . 5 50 
—  Middiings, fine - - a 
—— Ryeflour - - - 3 
—— Indian meal - - - = S:.25 
emotions in hogsheads 18 19 
—— Wheat, North River bus. 87) 1 
-_— Southern, new 1 
-—— Barley 05 68 
-—— Oats ‘ ° 32 34 
LASS, Amer. 7by9 9 
- - 8 10 é 10 
— >« 10 13 12 12 
GLUE » . ‘ 12 13 
GUN-POWDER, Amer. 25lb} 5 6 
- - Cannon; 6 6 50 
HAMS, Virginia ‘ 5 10 12 
— - North River ; 9 1 
HEMP, Water rot ‘ P Ton 
———- Dew rot ° ‘ 150 
HOGSLARD ‘ . 11 12 
HONEY . ; aa ey rt 15 16 
HIOPS Istand 2d sort . ° 6 3 
ERON, American - 4 85 90 
LUMBER, Boars, oak ‘ 18 
North Riverpine . 16 17 
Yellow pine 18 20 
—~-—— Albany pineb’ds . 18 
Scantling, pine ‘ 14 15 
sperniiaaar Secealtal oa ; r 25 
— Oak timber : Pe sd ft 20 2; 
~-—-~ Shingles, cypres*. . (1000) 4 
—_— —— pine. : | 3 3 50 
Staves, pipe . . > 55 
: ain on at ° e 4 
apiece | ate Es e, Pa 28 
one aw Renee p 26 
—--— Hhd heading. . P 50 
——--—- — hoops . . 25 30 
OiT., Linseed . ‘ ° 1 
PLAISTER of PARIS . < 4 50 
P3IRK, Cargo... ata % 9 50) 10 
Prime F ‘ P 11 50} 12 
Mess . ‘ . . 13 50} 14 
SOAP White. . ‘ 13 15 
Brown . . ‘ ° 9 11 
WAX, Bees,white . . 55{ 60 
yellow. °. si} 32 
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Summary. 


[OMITTED LAST WEEK.] 


We learn with pleasure (says the National 
Intelligencer) that commodore McDonough has been appointed 
to command the line of battle ship now building at New-York, 
when she shall be in a state to receive her commander. The 
commodore, amongst other officers, was lately ordered home, 
on account of the course pursued by a court-martial, of which 
he was a member, while in the Mediterranean ; and, having 
been made sensible of his error, he, with his characteristic 
magnanimity, acknawledged it, and, of course, has not only 
been restored to favour, but promoted. When he left the ship 
he commanded, in the Mediterranean, on his being called 
home, those in command under him, and the whole crew, gave 
the amplest testimonials of their esteem for their brave com- 
mander. 

From the Charleston City Gazette, of the 25th 
ult. it appears that while the schr. Sarah and Louisa was lately 
lying in the harbour, at Havanna, one of her seamen was im- 
pressed, in the last of the month preceding, by the captain of 
the English sloop of war Wasp; the first ease of the kind since 
the late peace. By another account it howeverappears that 
the seaman was afterwards given up. 


Lucinda Prince, aged about 11 years, a ser- 
vant girl of John D. Myers, of Duane-street, New- York, while 
employed in kindling a fire in the stove, a few days since, her 
clothes caught fire, and before any assistance could be given 
her, her hands, arms, and part of her body, was burnt in such 
a shocking manner that she survived the disaster but a short 
time: wearing cotton clothes the cause no dcubt. 

On the 2d ult. between 9 and 10 in the even- 
ing, Isaac Burrill was robbed on the Salem turnpike, near Col- 
lege Marsh, between Salem and Boston; having been, as he 
states, stopped by three ruffians, and carried toa hut on the 
marsh; here they took from him his pocket-book, containing 
eight dollars in money, his new hat, some cloths he had with 

him, and his great coat; they then tied his hands and feet, and 
left him, in which situation he remained about 3 hours, before 
he could disengage himself and get to the half way house. 

The Fayetteville (N.C.) Observer, ofthe 15th 
ult. says, “from the great fall of rain, during the last week, 
Cape Fear river, on Saturday last, rose, at this place, 52 feet 
perpendicularly.” 

About the middle of the present month, the 
new steam-ship, Robert Fulton, built at New-York, is to start 
for New-Orleans, She is 750 tons burthen, and has elegant 
accommodations for more than 2% passengers. The cabins 
are said to be sufficiently protected from any danger of acci- 
dents by the bursting of the boiler, or by any fire from the en- 
gine. She is said to be a most splendid and substantial piece 
of naval architecture, and does much credit to Mr. Eckford, 
her master builder. 


Fires. —A letter from St. Thomas, of the 2d 


ult, mentions that the whole city of Ponce, in Porto Rico, with 
the exception of onechurch, was destroyed by fire on the 27th 
of the preceding month. On the Ist of January last, a fire 
broke out at Smyrna, which consumed 1,506 buildings. On 
the night of the 2d ult. a spacious hotel in Lexington, Ken. 
was cousumec—loss estimated at %40,000. 

From Pittsburgh, it appears that a part of the 
vast beds of coal in the hills surrounding that place, has been 
on fire for about 25 vears past; that the fire has, until lately, 
remained in a smouldering state, but has at length got vent, 
and that during the night it now exhibits the appearance of 
flame lke avolcano. It is apprehended that much of the va- 
luable material of coal, in the vicinity of that place, will pro- 
bably be consumed befove the fire will become. extinguished 

At Canton, the imports from the U. States, for 
the last season, are state! at 7 414,000 dollars, in specie, and 
2,693,011 dellars, in merchand'ze; exceeding that of the En- 
glish Company three or four millions. 

The U. S.. frigate Congress was lately dis- 
patched toChina. It appears she has arrived at Canton. 
Between 4 and 500 troops lately left Phila- 
delp! ia, to be landed at 4 palachicola, in Florida. 

Accounts from New-Orleans, of the 17th ult. 
state two heavy failures there—of the house of Dutilet and Sa- 
gery, for 600,000 dollars- -and of P. Laurens, late president of 
the Planter’s bank, fora million The river had risen about 
4 feet, and the hoats from above were coming in with produce. 

A paper printed at Shawaneetown, announces 
the arrival there of the steam-boat Manhattan, laden with mer- 
Pchandize, from New-York, by the way of New-O:leans—that 
from this latter place she reached that town in 30 days. She 
delivers goods there at a freight of 83 per hundred, whicli is 
stated to be p: per hundred cheaper than they can be brought 
there from Philadelphia, when transported from thence by land 
to Pittsburgh, and down the Ohio to that town, 


In the list of deaths at Charleston, ending on 
the 12th ult, is the case of one person who had died of the 














yellow fever. It appears that this was a seaman, from Havan.- 
ba; that he was A sick with this disease the day after he 
left that plaee, and that after his arrival. at C. he was sent to 
the hospital, where he died. 


From Augusta it appears that the river on 


which that town is. situated, has been higher this spring than it 
has for 24 years past. 


Accounts from St. Helena to the 10th Dec. 


state that the new house, at Longwood, for the reception of its 
exile, is finished; that in addition to an elegant ball room, the 
building contains seven beautiful apartments. The ball room 
would seem to be quite superfluous. 


LL 


Sale of Land for Taxes.. 

State of New-York—Comptroller’s Office. 

UBLIC Notice is hereby given, that lists 0! 

certain lands liable to be sold for taxes, ave bees forward- 
ed to the several counties in this state, in order to be deposited 
in the severai county treasurers’ and town clerks’ office:, re- 
spectively, for the information of all persons concerned; and 
that the said lists may be examined at either of the said offices, 
at ail reasonable hours : And notice is hereby also given, that 
on Thursday, the seventh day yf October next, at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, at the capitol, in the city of Albany, and on 
the next succeeding days, | will sell at public auction, to the 
highest bidder, so much of each lot, piece or parcel of land 
mentioned and described in the said lists, as will be necessary 
to pay all taxes, interest and charges now due, or that may 
grow and may be due thereon at the time of sale. 

The conditions of sale will be, that the purchasers within 
forty-eight hoursafterthe sale, pay the purchase moneys and 
receive certificates of their purchases; and that after the expi- 
ration of two years from the date of their certificates, they re- 
ceive conveyances for the lands purchased by them respective- 
ly, unless the owners, or those claiming to be such, of the lands 
so purchased, shall, previous to the expiration of the said two 
years, pay to the comptroller, for the use of the said purchasers, 
their heirs and assigns, the amount of the purchase moneys, 
with interest, at the rate of twenty per cenfum per annum.-—- 
The lands sold to be subject to all claims of the state thereon. 
And in case any land to be purchased at the said sale and that 
may be conveyed in pursuance thereof, shall at the time of 
cony*”ance be in the actual possession and occupancy of any 
ace persons, the title of the purchaser shall then and in 
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that*@e be subject to the stipulations and provisions of the 
fifth*¥* ction of the act, entitled * an act to repeal in part the 
act, entitled ‘*an act providing more effectually to ascertain 
and determine the true value of real estates within this state, 
and for other purposes,” and further to amend the act for the 
assessment and collection of taxes’’ passed April 13, 1819. 
ARCH’D. M‘INTYRE, Comptroller. 

Albany, May 27th, 1819. 

fF Persons who may have made payments into the treasu- 
ry for taxes, and omitted to have their receipts presented at the 
comptroller’s office to have them entered and countersigned as 
required by Jaw, are advised to present them in order to be se 
entered and couutersigned before the day of sale; or that in 
case of failingto do so, their lands will be sold. and they there- 
after be deprived of the benefit of all such payments. 
Payments for taxes cannot be received on the days of sale, 
nor for two days prior to the sale. 





)+- The above mentioned sale is postponed un- 
till Tuesday, the eighth day of February next, at 


ten o'clock in the forenoon. 
ARCH’p M‘INTYRE, Comptroller. 
Albany, October 2, 1819. 


(<p Agreeably to an act of the legislature, 
passed this day, the above sale is further post- 
poned until the first Tuesday of #ebruary, in the 
vear 1821, to be then held at the same place 
acd hour. ARCHb. M*INTYRE, Comptr. 
Albany, February 4, 1820, 


Do oat ited bas 
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ALBANY > PRINTED FOR THE EDITOR, 


BY JOIN ® COLF. 
k= COMMUNICATIONS, SUBSCRIPTIONS, and AD- 
VERTISEMENTS, for this paper, and PRINTING JOBS. of 


everv deseription, which wil] he neatly executed, at fair prices, 
received atthe Post Office. 
the Postmaster, Albany.,will be duly attended to. Z 


Al) letters from abroad, «directed to 


TOR MS. 








THREE DOLLARS PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE, 





